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VA EXPANDS CLINICS AT WONDERLAND
City Transforms to Extension of South Texas Medical Center
Balcones Heights is one step closer to transforming itself into a veritable extension
of the South Texas Medical Center. The Veterans Administration (VA) has announced
plans to increase its clinic space at Wonderland of the Americas to nearly 32,000 square
feet. Presently the VA operates two clinics at Wonderland of the Americas: Balcones Heights Gold
Clinic and Balcones Heights Silver Clinic, each approximately 10,000 square feet. The VA is adding
approximately 12,000 square feet of what was previously part of National American University, at the
northern end of Wonderland’s lower level. Construction is expected to begin sometime in the early part of
2019. The additional VA footprint at Wonderland, added to the existing Wonderland medical and dental
services, combined with the multi-million-dollar expansion at Methodist Texsan Hospital, and new clinics
in One Heart Plaza adjacent to the hospital, provide evidence that Balcones Heights is quickly beginning
an extension of the South Texas Medical Center.

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR SUZANNE DE LEON
Balcones Heights – A City on the Move
My family and I hope that you had a wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving with your
family and friends and that Christmas will bring all that your heart desires!
Your City Council has been very busy the last few months. We met and approved
the City’s annual budget after many lively discussions and friendly disagreements.
Many thanks to all the residents, business operators, and staff who took the time to attend and speak
about the issues that were, and will continue to be, important to them.
Mayor Pro Tem Jack Burton pointed out several times during the budget meetings that the very real
challenges that surfaced during the budget meetings, are indeed, “red flags” and these challenges have
evolved over several years and they cannot be resolved in one budget cycle.
As City Council and staff continue to look at ways to contain costs while continuing to provide excellent
services, it is just as important, as Councilmember Stephen Lara pointed out, to explore growth and new
revenue streams to grow our local economy and create a sustainable and flourishing future for Balcones
Heights. That will be our legacy as a City Council.
To that end, I initiated a series of meetings with individual City Councilmembers to discuss their ideas on
increasing revenue and its role in the future of our City.

(Message from Mayor Suzanne de Leon continued on page 2)

(Message from Mayor Suzanne de Leon continued)

To date, the City Administrator, David Harris, Director of Economic Development, Lorenzo Nastasi,
Community Relations Manager, Chrissie Kolb and I have met with Councilmember Lamar Gillian, Mayor
Pro Tem Jack Burton and Councilmember Charles White. The valuable input from these meetings will
serve as the foundation of an early 2019 workshop to focus on economic growth in Balcones Heights.
We must all work together to honor our City’s proud and independent history and do everything possible to
secure its future.
Speaking of our City’s past, one of the primary goals of this initiative is to grow the City’s economy in ways
that matter to residents and businesses alike. Many of you might remember that there was a time in our
City’s history, as Councilmember Jesse Pacheco recently reminded us, when the City’s revenue was so
plentiful that residents did not have to pay for their garbage collection. Creating and nurturing growth that
affords our residents such a benefit must be a primary goal of any economic development plan.
City Council meetings are held the 4th Monday of every month. I encourage each and every resident,
property owner and business operator to attend upcoming meetings and voice your ideas on the City’s
future during a portion of the meeting called “Citizens to be Heard.”
Anyone who would like to speak before the Council about any topic, whether listed on the agenda or
not, will need to fill out a Citizens to be Heard form indicating the topic you would like to speak about. City
Secretary Delia Sanchez will pick up the forms on the back table by 6 p.m. Each person will be given the
opportunity to address the council for three (3) minutes. This is your City and I believe that it is important
for you to be heard and for you to let us know your thoughts about the decisions your Council is making
that affect us all. Please note that Council cannot discuss or take action on items not on the agenda. We
will try our best to connect you with staff to provide specific assistance or place on a future Council agenda
where we can discuss the issue. Remember to visit the City website www.bhtx.gov and the City Facebook
page for the most up-to-date information.
Again, on behalf of the entire City Council, thank you to all who attended our budget meetings, and other
Council meetings, and shared your concerns about the budget and the future of our City. It is my sincere
belief that we will ultimately agree on more issues than we disagree. That is how we will progress into a
sustainable future.
This holiday season, and indeed throughout the year, I encourage you to “shop Balcones Heights.” The
Ad Valorem revenue of the City’s commercial properties contributes nearly 74 percent of the entire property
tax collected by the City, more than $1.2 million. Additionally, our local businesses provide all the sales tax
revenue to the City; sales tax revenue is 25 percent of the entire City budget. We certainly want to do all
we can to ensure the success of local businesses.

Thank you for the opportunity you have given to me to serve you and Balcones Heights. I love our City
and because of our very professional staff, many positive changes have happened over the years - and will
continue to happen - all to make our City a cleaner, safer and friendlier place to live and enjoy our lives.
Merry Christmas to all and a safe, happy and prosperous New Year.
Peace and blessings,
Suzanne
P.S. Remember to please shop Balcones Heights!!

CITY COUNCIL APPROVES FY 2018-2019 BUDGET & TAX RATE
CITY ADMINISTRATOR DAVID HARRIS
The Balcones Heights City Council approved its FY 2018-19 budget on
September 24, 2018. Budget highlights include eliminating the automatic
Annuity Increase (Cost of Living Adjustment) for retirees in the Texas Municipal Retirement System (TMRS),
freezing scheduled employee salary Step increases and addressing long-term capital needs.
Revenues:
Economic forecasts indicate robust growth for the next year. As such, we budget for higher sales tax
collections. Ad Valorem collections are higher due to a state mandated increase in property valuations,
discussed below. Total revenues for the FY 2018-19 budget are $9.4M.
Sales Taxes
Sales taxes make up $2.3M of total revenues. With nearly 200 businesses within the city limits, the largest
source of revenue for the City sales taxes. Two-thirds (67%) of all sales taxes collected goes to the General
Fund to maintain operations; one-third (33%) goes into the Crime Control and Prevention District to fund
crime prevention efforts.
Property Taxes
The Texas Legislature mandated a 14% increase in property valuations over the next two years, which led to
higher property valuations in the City and across the state. After losing 2% of this valuation increase to
appeals, the City saw nearly a 5% increase in property valuations for the new fiscal year, increasing City
revenue by $70,152.
City Council voted to adopt the Current Tax Rate for the FY 2018-19 budget, which is last year’s rate of
$0.583 per $100 of valuation. The owner of a $109,625 home, the City’s average home value, can expect to
see an approximate increase of $34 to their annual property tax bill.
The FY 2018-19 adopted budget raises nearly $1.7M in Ad Valorem revenue. $1.6M is the Maintenance &
Operations (M&O) portion that goes to the General Fund to maintain the City’s daily operating budget.
$76K is the Interest & Sinking (I&S) portion which allows the City to pay back debt obligations.
Your City Council is mindful of the tax burden on elderly citizens. As such, for those of you that are ages 65
or older, the City adopted a Property Tax Freeze. The tax bill you recently received will become the baseline
year from which future City property tax will be based. For example, if you are paying $639 in City taxes in
2018, then you will also pay $639 in future years no matter if property valuations increase. If you have not
turned 65 yet, then that first year you are 65 will become your baseline year. The City also increased the 65
and over exemption from $50,000 to $65,000.
Expenses:

Total expenses for the FY 2018-19 adopted budget are $9.6M, which is a $36K decrease from end-ofyear (EOY) projected expenses. Estimated beginning fund balance for the General fund going into
FY 2018-19 is $1.2M, which meets Council’s requirement to maintain at least three months of total expenses
in reserve.
As is the case in all city’s budgets, payroll expense is the largest single expenditure. The City’s payroll
expense for FY 2017-18 is $4.2M, or 44% of the budget expenses.
The largest payroll category is for services, which is made up of public safety (police, fire and dispatch),
street maintenance, sewer & storm water, municipal court, public works and parks & recreation. The total
amount for City Services is $5.4M.
(Budget FY 2018-19 continued on page 4)

(Budget approved continued from page 3)

Capital Spending:
By eliminating Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) payouts to retirees, council saved $197K
in payroll costs which was transferred to the Streets and Capital funds. $120K was transferred to Streets to maintain City roads – up from $80K last year. A new transfer of $300K
was initiated into the Capital fund for future equipment needs.
Debt:
Currently, the City has $204K of long-term debt on a General Obligation Bond for the fire truck ladder
purchased in 2006. The bond repayment ends in the year 2021. The payment amount for FY 2018-19 is
$76,000, which is paid through the I&S portion of the tax rate.
Economic Development:
The City worked with developers this year to transform the former Travis Motel site. Chick-Fil-A opened a
new restaurant on this site in June. In that development agreement, the City sold the City owned vacant lot
on Gentleman Road, putting it back on the tax rolls. Discussion is under way to develop new townhomes at
that location.
Personnel Retention & Recruitment:
Council approved a 2.9% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for all employees based on the Consumer
Pricing Index (CPI). Cost of COLA increased payroll costs by $95K.
The City also voted to maintain health care services with its current provider. Three options are offered to
employees: an employee-only plan which is funded entirely by the City; a buy up plan; and a Health Saving
Account (HSA). Total cost for healthcare benefits rose $53K or nearly 14% over last year’s cost.
Additionally, Council voted to freeze scheduled Step increases for all employees, except those covered
under the Balcones Heights Police Officers Association’s collective bargaining agreement, until Council
receives a briefing with more details on the Step plan.
Finally, Council voted to eliminate the automatic recurring COLA to retirees in the Texas Municipal Retirement System (TMRS). This resulted in payroll savings of $197K and eliminated the $2.3M unfunded liability
required to fund future COLAs.

Conclusion:
Every budget is an attempt to balance current and future needs within the framework of limited resources
and the City Council approved Strategic Plan. Council and staff are very much aware of this and we have
constructed this year’s budget within those guidelines. Our budget sustains City operations, addresses
capital needs, economic development opportunities and clears the way for long-term street repair discussions. A copy of the FY 2018-19 adopted budget is available online at the City Website’s Finance page
at: https://bhtx.gov/departments/finance/city-budget. Should you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me or Finance Director Floyd Messick.

(Budget approved continued from page 4)

This budget will raise more revenue from property taxes than last year’s budget by an amount of $70,152,
which is an 4.37% increase from last year’s budget. The property tax revenue to be raised from new
property added to the tax roll this year is $88,891.
The record vote of each member of the governing body by name voting on the adoption of the 2018-19
budget is as follows:
FOR: Lamar Gillian, Charles White, Jack Burton, Stephen Lara, Jesse Pacheco - AGAINST: None
ABSENT: None
The municipal property tax rates for the preceding fiscal year, and each municipal property tax rate that has
been proposed are calculated for the current fiscal year, include:
Adopted Tax Rate
Effective Tax Rate
Effective Maintenance & Operations
Rollback Tax Rate
Debt Tax Rate

FY 2017-18
0.583000
0.542778
0.484188
0.551093
0.028170

FY 2018-19
0.583000
0.542778
0.484188
0.551093
0.028170

Total debt obligation for the City of Balcones Heights secured by property taxes is $204,933.20.
The record vote of each member of the governing body by name voting on the adoption of the property tax
rate is as follows:
FOR: Lamar Gillian, Charles White, Jack Burton, Stephen Lara, Jesse Pacheco - AGAINST: None
ABSENT:
BALCONES HEIGHTS RECEIVES
EXCELLENCE IN FINANCIAL
REPORTING AWARD
The Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting has
been awarded to the City of Balcones
Heights by the Government Finance
Officers Association of the United States
and Canada for its comprehensive
The
Lisa Merlo, Finance Clerk & annual financial report (CAFR).
Admin. Assistant and Floyd
Certificate
of
Achievement
is
the
highest
Messick, Finance Director
form of recognition in the area of governmental accounting and financial reporting, and its attainment
represents a significant accomplishment by a government and
its management. This award of Financial Reporting Achievement has been awarded to the individuals pictured above.
These two are primarily responsible for preparing the awardwinning CAFR. The CAFR is judged by an impartial panel to
meet the high standards of the program, which includes
demonstrating a construction “spirit of full disclosure” to clearly
communicate its financial story and motivate potential users
and user groups to read the CAFR.
“This award illustrates our continued and ongoing efforts to be as
transparent as we possibly can for our citizens and business owners
alike,” said Mayor de Leon.

INTERESTED IN RUNNING FOR CITY COUNCIL?
May 4, 2019 Joint/General Election Important Dates
Thursday, January 10, 2019: Candidate Packets available for pick-up at Justice Center or on-line at
www.bhtx.gov
Wednesday, January 16, 2019: First day to file an application for a place on the ballot
Friday, February 15, 2019: Last day for candidate to file an application for a place on the ballot by 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 19, 2019: Deadline for write-in candidates to file declarations of write-in candidacy by
5:00 p.m.
Friday, February 22, 2019: Last day for a candidate to withdraw and last day for a write-in candidate to withdraw in general election
Thursday, April 4, 2019: Last day to register to vote in the Saturday, May 4, 2019 General Election
Monday, April 22, 2019: First day to vote early in person
Tuesday, April 30, 2019: Last day to vote early by personal appearance
Saturday, May 4, 2019: ELECTION DAY
The following seats are open for election to the Balcones Heights City Council:
City Council Place 3, City Council Place 4, City Council Place 5
If you have questions contact Delia R. Sanchez, City Secretary, dsanchez@bhtx.gov Visit the Balcones
Heights city website for more Election information. https://bhtx.gov/city-services/city-notices/

Blue Santa 2018! A great time was had by all!!!

Visit www.bhtx.gov for web version of newsletter for more pictures of this great event!

Important dates and information from C-6
First Bulk/Brush Collection for 2019
Monday April 8th thru Friday April 12th

Hazardous Waste Collection dates
Saturday April 13th

City Wide Clean-Up Day
Saturday June 15th

Second Bulk/Brush Collection for 2019
Monday September 23rd thru Friday September 27th

Garbage Collection
Billing & Payments
Billing is done quarterly or in advance - In order to avoid suspension of service please make payments within 10 days of receipt of invoice and/or start of each quarter - If you have questions
please contact C6: 210-375-0066.
1. You can send your check or money order by US Postal Service. Remit payments to P.O. Box 160489,
San Antonio, TX 78280-2689
2. You can go online to C6 website - click on the Pay Your Bill Online button and follow the directions
https://www.c6disposal.com/payments/
3. Go to office - 2123 FM 1516, Converse, TX 78109 - pay with check or credit card. Due to the threat of
credit card fraud and identity theft they will not accept credit card payments by phone.

CITY MAIN NUMBER

210.957.3000

Dispatch

210.957.3170

Police Department

210.957.3150

Fire Department

210.957.3140

Economic Development

210.957.2990

NAME

TITLE

DEPARTMENT

NUMBER

Suzanne de Leon

Mayor

City Council

210.957.3540

City Administrator

Administration

210.957.3541

City Secretary

Administration

210.957.3542

Finance/Admin Clerk

Finance

210.957.3543

Finance Director

Finance

210.957.3544

Community Development Director

Community Development

210.957.3545

Economic Development & Public Affairs
Director

Economic Development &
Public Affairs

210.957.2991

Economic Development &
Public Affairs

210.957.2992

Chrissie@bhtx.gov

Community Relations
Manager

Yvonne Baez

Senior Court Clerk

Municipal Court

210.957.3063

Deputy Clerk

Municipal Court

210.957.3064

Deputy Clerk

Municipal Court

210.957.3065

Fire Chief

Fire Department

210.957.3141

Police Chief

Police Department

210.957.3151

Stan “Smitty” Smith

Photo Enforcement

Photo Enforcement

210.957.3160

ssmith@bhtx.gov

Officer

sdeleon@bhtx.gov
David Harris
dharris@bhtx.gov
Delia Sanchez
dsanchez@bhtx.gov
Lisa Merlo
lmerlo@bhtx.gov
Floyd Messick
fmessick@bhtx.gov
Rita Hoyl
rhoyl@bhtx.gov
Lorenzo Nastasi
lnastasi@bhtx.gov
Chrissie Kolb

Yvonne@bhtx.gov
Peggy Ortiz
portiz@bhtx.gov
Micaela Ceniceros
mceniceros@bhtx.gov
Brock Ward
bward@bhtx.gov
Darrell Volz
dvolz@bhtx.gov

210.957.3162

HELP IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER
Texas District 26 Senator Jose Menendez’s Constituent Office is conveniently located in Wonderland of the
Americas, Suite A-22, on the lower level, just inside the entrance from the parking garage on the Fredericksburg
Road side of Wonderland. Senator Menendez’s staff is able to help residents with a variety of issues; see the list
printed below. For more information, and to schedule an appointment, please contact Senator Menendez’s office:
210-733-6604.


VETERANS: Through the Texas Veterans Commission the Senator’s staff is able to assist veterans in regards to
their case



CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES/CPS: If a parent or grandparent is having trouble dealing with CPS, the
Senator’s staff can make calls to inquire about the of a case and determine how best to help.



CHILD SUPPORT: The Senator’s staff will work with the Office of the Attorney General’s Child Support Division
to help resolve issues.



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION/TXDOT: If you have questions about TxDOT projects or other
issues, the Senator’s staff will assist you to obtain answers.



SNAP FOOD BENEFITS: If someone has had their SNAP benefits cut or needs to enroll in SNAP, the Senator’s
staff can help with that.



MEDICAID AND CHIP: If there’s a problem with your coverage, the Senator’s staff can help find out what the
issue is, and try to help resolve the issue.

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING UPDATE - AUGUST 27, 2018
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Approval of minutes from July 9th, July 23, July 24th and finance report for the month of July, 2018 Passed 5-0
BUSINESS ITEMS:
An extension agreement with Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP for Contract to collect Delinquent Taxes approved.
Passed 5-0
Application was submitted by Gloria Cantu for appointment to vacancy #4 of the Planning and Zoning Commission - Passed 5-0
Consideration and Action to adopt an ordinance to amend the Texas Municipal Retirement Service city matching ratio from 2 to 1
to 1 to 1. (Council) - No Action taken. Item was tabled.
Consideration and Action to adopt an ordinance approving the budget for fiscal year beginning October 1, 2018 and ending
September 30, 2019. Item was tabled Passed 3/2 Ayes Pacheco, Burton, White, Nays Lara, Gillian.
Consideration and Action to adopt an ordinance to approve the 2019 Tax Rate, No action was taken.
Consideration and Action to vote on the official ballot of the Texas Municipal League Intergovernmental Risk Pool Board of
Trustees Election. Passed 4-0 - Ayes, Lara, Burton, Gillian and White, Nays, Pacheco.
Consideration and Action for council agenda request to be submitted by noon, 3 days before a regular or called meeting.
Directive to staff to bring back ordinance stating deadline.

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING UPDATE - SEPTEMBER 24, 2018
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Approval of minutes August 6, 2018, August 13, 2018, August 20, 2018, August 23, 2018, August 27, 2018, and Finance Report for
the month of August 2018 - Consent agenda items approved in their entirety. Ayes: Lara, Pacheco, Burton, Gillian, White, Nays:
None, Abstain: None, PASSED 5/0/0
PUBLIC HEARINGS: Both Public Hearings will be continued at the regular City Council meeting on October 22, 2018.
PUBLIC HEARING: Special Use Permit request to operate a combination warehouse/juice production at 581 Spencer Lane.
PUBLIC HEARING: on the following city-initiated amendments to Chapter 153 of the Zoning Code:
Amending Use Table 3.5-1 Use Matrix to read: Financial Services Banks – S (Special Use Permit) in O-1, O-2, C-1, C-2, MXD
Districts
Amending 4.4(C) Industrial Buildings, (D) Commercial Buildings, (E) Office/Public Buildings, (F) Multifamily Buildings by adding a
new subsection to that reads: Colors
Amending Table 12.15 to read: Hillcrest District – 8’ Amending 12.15(C) by adding the following language - Exception: Hillcrest
District maximum is 48 sq. ft.
BUSINESS ITEMS:
Standard engagement letter from Armstrong, Vaughan & Associates, P.C. to provide audit services to the city was approved. Ayes:
Lara, Pacheco, Burton, Gillian, White, Nays: None, Abstain: None, PASSED 5/0/0
Consideration and ACTION to adopt an ordinance approving the budget for fiscal year beginning October 1, 2018 and ending
September 30, 2019. (Messick)
Motion was made to adopt an ordinance approving the budget for fiscal year beginning October 1, 2018 and ending September 30,
2019.
Amendment #1 TMRS Choice (a) Keep the present TMRS rate at7% 2:1 with COLA at 70% ($0 savings), Ayes: Lara, Gillian,
Nays: Pacheco, Burton, White, Abstain: None, FAILED 2/3/0
Amendment #1 TMRS Choice (c) Set the TMRS rate at 7% 2:1 with no COLA ($196,941 savings)
Ayes: Lara, Pacheco, Burton, Gillian, White, Nays: None, Abstain: None, PASSED 5/0/0
Amendment #2 Health Insurance Choice( a) Keep the Health Insurance rate fully funded for all employees ($0 savings)
Ayes: Lara, Burton, Gillian, Nays: Pacheco, White, Abstain: None, PASSED 3/2/0
Amendment #3 Suspend step increases for non-collective bargaining employees, Ayes: Pacheco, Burton, White, Nays: Lara,
Gillian, Abstain: None, PASSED 3/2/0
Amendment #4 COLA for current employees Choice (a) Provide for existing planned COLA program at 2.9% $0 savings) Ayes:
Lara, Pacheco, Burton, Gillian, White, Nays: None, Abstain: None, PASSED 5/0/0
Amendment #5 DEA Position Choice (b) Withdraw funding for PD position at the DEA ($70,000 savings) Ayes: Lara, Pacheco,
Burton, Gillian, Nays: White, Abstain: None, PASSED 4/1/0
Amendment #6 Take Home Vehicles Choice (b) Provide an auto allowance in lieu of providing a take-home vehicle for designated
staff and not purchase two replacement vehicles. ($82,403 savings), Ayes: White, Nays: Lara, Pacheco, Burton, Gillian, Abstain:
None FAILED 1/4/0
Amendment #6 Take Home Vehicles Choice (a) Maintain take-home vehicles for designated staff and purchase two replacement
vehicles. ($0 savings), Ayes: Lara, Burton, Gillian, Nays: Pacheco, White, Abstain: None, PASSED 3/2/0
Motion was made to adopt an ordinance approving the budget for fiscal year beginning October 1, 2018 and ending September 30,
2019 as amended: Ayes: Lara, Pacheco, Burton, Gillian, White, Nays: None, Abstain: None, PASSED 5/0/0
Consideration and ACTION to adopt an ordinance to approve Tax Rate for 2018 tax year. (Messick)
Motion was that the property tax rate be increased by the adoption of a tax rate of $0.583, which is effectively a 2.367% percent
increase in the tax rate, and adopt the ordinance to approving the 2018 Tax Rate” Ayes: Lara, Pacheco, Burton, Gillian, White,
Nays: None, Abstain: None, PASSED 5/0/0

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING UPDATE - October 22, 2018
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
Consent Agenda items—minutes from September 17th, September 20th, September 24th and Finance
Report for month of September 2018. Motion Passed 4-0 - Lara Absent
Resolution - Municipal Court Week - November 5-0, 2018 Approved - Motion passed 4-0 Lara Absent
PUBLIC HEARING:
City Council conducted a PUBLIC HEARING for Special Use Permit request to operate a combination warehouse/juice production
at 581 Spencer Lane.
City-initiated amendments to Chapter 153 of the Zoning Code:
•
•
•
•

Amending Use Table 3.5-1 Use Matrix to read: Financial Services Banks – S (Special Use Permit) in O-1, O-2, C-1, C-2,
MXD Districts.
Amending 4.4 (C) Industrial Buildings, (D) Commercial Buildings, (E) Office/Public Buildings, (F) Multifamily Buildings by
adding a new subsection that reads: Colors
Amending Table 12.15 to read: Hillcrest District - 8’ Amending 12.15© by adding the following language - Exception:
Hillcrest District maximum is 48 sq. ft.
Amending Chapter 153 Zoning Code, Article II (Administration and Procedures), Section 2.1.3 Creation of Board of Adjustments to appoint citizens as members and City Council and alternates.

BUSINESS ITEMS:
Special Use Permit application submitted by Chris Hinojosa to operate a combination warehouse/juice production at 581 Spencer
Lane approved. Motion Passed 5-0.
Four Amendments to Chapter 153 of the Zoning Code approved:
•
•

•
•

Use Table 3.5-1 Use Matrix to read: Financial Services Banks - S (Special Use Permit) in 0-1, 0-2, C-1, MXD Districts Motion
Passed 5-0.
Section 4.4 (C) Industrial Buildings, (D) Commercial Buildings, (E) Office/Public Buildings, (F) Multifamily Buildings by adding
a new subsection that reads: Exterior Colors - Lara Aye, Pacheco Absent, Burton Nay, Gillian Aye, White Nay.
(Councilmember Pacheco stepped out and Mayor de Leon broke tie by voting Aye.) Motion Passed 3/2
Amending Table 12.15 read: Hillcrest District-8’ and 12.15 ( C) by adding the following language - Exception: Hillcrest District
maximum is 48 sq. ft. - Motion passed 4-0 - Councilmember Pacheco was not present and did not vote on this item.
Article II (Administration and Procedures). Section 2.1.3 Creation of Board of Adjustments to appoint citizens and members
and City Council as alternates. Motion passed 5-0
Type

Term Expires

Henry Hannasch

Member

Member 1

June 2020

Bennie F. Cass

Member 2

June 2019

Shana Halpin

Member 3

June 2020

Donovon J. Rodriguez

Member 4

June 2019

David Sellars

Member 5

June 2020

Councilmember S. Lara

Alternate 1

June 2020

Councilmember L. Gillian

Alternate 2

June 2019

John Halpin and Coral Lising were appointed to the Planning & Zoning Commission. Motion Passed 5-0
Ordinance approved authorizing and allowing, under the act governing the Texas Municipal Retirement System, updated Service
Credits in said system on an annual basis for service performed by qualifying members of such system who at the effective date
of the allowance are members of the City of Balcones Heights. - Motion Passed 5-0
Ordinance approved to amend the budget for FY 2018/2018 end of year close out. - Motion Passed 5-0.
Community Development Block Grant Program Intergovernmental Cooperative Agreement for Glenarm Phase II and appropriate
budgetary transfer approved. - Motion Passed - 5-0.
Consideration and action to approve funds for repairs on Babcock Road and appropriate budgetary transfer was tabled by
Council. Motion Passed - 5-0.

JANUARY 2019 CALENDAR
Jan. 01
Jan. 15
Jan. 16
Jan. 21
Jan. 28
Jan. 28

New Year’s Day Holiday - All City offices closed
Planning & Zoning Meeting - 6 p.m.
First Day to file application for place on the ballot
for Balcones Heights City Council
MLK Holiday - All City offices closed
Regular City Council Meeting - 6 p.m.
City Leader for a Day

For more information please visit the city website
bhtx.gov and find and like us on facebook.com/
BalconesHeights

FEBRUARY 2019 CALENDAR
Feb. 15

Last day for candidate to file
application

Feb. 18

Presidents Day Holiday - All
City offices closed

Feb. 19

Planning & Zoning Meeting 6 p.m.

Feb. 19

Last day for a candidate to withdraw

Feb. 25

Regular City Council Meeting - 6 p.m.

Email Chrissie Kolb, chrissie@bhtx.gov, Community Relations
Manager and give her your email address to receive up-to-date
information.

BALCONES HEIGHTS MAYOR, CITY COUNCILMEMBERS
Photo - Back: Stephen Lara, Councilmember Place 1,
Jack Burton, Mayor Pro-tem, Councilmember Place 3,
Lamar Gillian, Councilmember Place 4, Front: Jesse
Pacheco, Councilmember Place 2, Mayor Suzanne de
Leon, Charles White, Councilmember Place 5
Newsletter Editor: Chrissie Kolb, Community Relations Manager
For questions or comments contact chrissie@bhtx.gov

Balcones Heights Mayor, City Council and Staff enjoyed participating in the 2018
Blue Santa Parade & Gift Giving Event!! Special thanks to Alma Gitana Dance
Company, Banis Towing Company, C-6 Disposal Systems, Generations Federal
Credit Union, Balcones Heights Fire & Police Departments and the Balcones
Heights Carolers!!

